CHAPTER 3
COLOR
Appreciation of color, largely an emotional process, is felt by
nearly everyone, whereas appreciation of line and form, a more
intellectual process, is not common. Since color is a source of
such universal pleasure, all families should have beautiful colors
in their homes to delight them and fortify them against dullness
elsewhere. Since the home maker should have some knowledge
of color theory in order to employ color successfully a brief dis-
cussion of it is given here.
The Source of Color. Light Is the source of color. Color is
the impression received by the mind from certain stimulations of
the retina. Color perception occurs because objects reflect or
transmit light,, which enters the eye, acts upon the optic nerve, and
causes the sensation of light and color in the brain. Light rays or
waves which vary in length and rate of vibration produce different
sensations and appear as different colors. There is an optical in-
strument known as the spectroscope which breaks up or decom-
poses light and reveals the fundamental colors as arranged in the
spectrum. At one end of the spectrum is violet, which has the
shortest visible waves; at the other end is red, which has the longest
visible rays. 'The other colors are produced by the intermediate
waves. A glass prism or a diamond can also be used to throw sun-
light on a white surface so that the complex beam of light is broken
up much as in the rainbow.
Objects are usually able to reflect part of a light beam and absorb
other parts. For example, if an object appears green it is absorbing
all the other colors that make up white light and is reflecting only
green. An object that appears white is reflecting all the colors that
make up light. A black object is absorbing all the colors that make
up light and reflecting none.
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